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Academic Calendar

Fall Semester 2017 - Preliminary
September 6  Classes begin
September 12  Last day to register or add a class without instructor permission
September 19  Last day to drop a class without notation on record
October 13  Last day to designate grading option (S-D-R)
October 27  Mid-term break begins
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University Information

1 A commitment to the Catholic identity that in-
forms its liberal and professional education;
2 A commitment to a common liberal arts founda-
tion that serves as the core of the education in which all 
St. Thomas undergraduates participate;
3 A commitment to the integration of the liberal arts 
and career preparation, fostering in students a dedication 
to work for the common good;
4 A commitment to the underlying unity of the 
human person with an emphasis on the spiritual, intel lec-
tual, ethical and social development of all students. These 
commitments are manifested in the following features of 
the undergraduate program:
 a A strong core curriculum for all students 
that exposes them to enduring, transcultural human 
truths, provides for multicultural exploration, and encour-
ages integration that crosses disciplinary boundaries;
 b A comprehensive and strong set of major 
and minor fi elds that meet the increasing demands of 
career competency and interdisciplinary development, 
while maintaining a common liberal arts core curriculum;
 c An energetic, expert and diverse faculty 
who show their concern for the total development of 
students through extensive time and effort spent with 
them, and through their eagerness to involve students in 
the work of their fi elds through joint research projects, 
practicums, and service to the community;
 d A faculty who model for students a love 
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Academic Honors

Aquinas Scholars
The Aquinas Scholars Honors Program is the undergradu-
ate honors program. Its purpose is to provide opportuni-
ties for motivated and curious students to deepen and 
enrich their undergraduate education.
 Aquinas Scholars take a minimum of four honors 
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Academic Support

and St. Thomas grade point average are both between 
3.50 and 3.69 receives the baccalaureate degree cum 
laude.

Magna Cum Laude
A student whose overall cumulative grade point average 
and St. Thomas grade point average are both between 
3.70 and 3.89 receives the baccalaureate degree magna 
cum laude.

Summa Cum Laude
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Academic Support

writing, library and learning skills necessary for college 
success.
 Students are invited to participate in this program 
if high school records and entrance exams (such as the 
ACT) indicate weakness in the areas of reading and writ-
ing.
 Participants in the program register for twelve or 
sixteen credits in fall semester: ENGL 110 Intensive Writ-
ing; a companion course covering one of the core cur-
riculum requirements; and one or two additional courses 
of the student’s choice. 

Mathematics Resource Center 
The Mathematics Resource Center (MaRC) provides a 
variety of resources including a tutoring staff, math place-
ment exam proctoring and preparation, and general 
mathematics advising. Also available from the MaRC is a 
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Admission Information

Admission Policies
The University of St. Thomas is committed to the prin-
ciples of equal employment opportunity and equal 
educational opportunity. St. Thomas does not unlawfully 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, 
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Admission Information

the chair of the department. A score of 4 or higher may = 
CHEM 111, depending on laboratory experience, at the  
 discretion of the chair of the department.  Students will 
be required to present both coursework in class as well as 
lab work that includes, but is not limited to, lab notebook, 
lab reports, experiments and experimental procedures, 
exams taken and syllabi.

Chinese – A score of 3 = CHIN 211 (fulfi lls Language and 
Culture requirement); 
 A score of 4 = CHIN 212
 A score of 5 = CHIN 300

Computer Science – A score of 3 or higher in 
 Computer Science A or B = CISC 199

Economics – A score of 4 or higher in macroeconomics  
= ECON 251
A score of 4 or higher in microeconomics =
ECON 252 (either course fulfi lls Social Analysis require-
ment)

English – A score of 4 or higher in English Language/  
Composition = ENGL 199 (does not fulfi ll the    
Literature and Writing requirement);
A score of 4 or higher in English Literature/Composition 
= ENGL 121 (fulfi lls 4 credits towards the Literature and 
Writing requirement)
Environmental Science – A score of 4 or higher (non-
Biology majors) equals BIOL 101.  Students intending to 
major in Biology or related programs who earn a score 
of 4 equals BIOL 101.  BIOL 101 fulfi lls a core lab science, 
but will not fulfi ll a major fi eld requirement in Biology or 
related programs.  Students intending to major in Biology 
or related programs who earn a score of 5 equals BIOL 

243 and fulfi lls 4 credits towards the Biology major. 

French – A score of 3 = FREN 211 (fulfi lls Language and 
Culture requirement);
 A score of 4 = FREN 212
 A score of 5 = FREN 300
 A score of 3 or higher in French Literature   
  = FREN 309 (this will count towards the 
major in French)

Geography – A score of 3 or higher in Human 
 Geography = GEOG 111 (fulfi lls Social Analysis 
requirement and Human Diversity requirements)

German – A score of 3 = GERM 211 (fulfi lls Language and 
Culture requirement);
 A score of 4 = GERM 212
 A score of 5 = GERM 300

History – A score of 4 or higher in European History = 
 HIST 199 (counts as an elective toward  gradua-
tion) A score of 4 or higher in U.S. or World History = HIST 
100 (fulfi lls the Historical Studies requirement.)

Italian – A score of 3 = ITAL 211 (fulfi lls Language and   
 Culture requirement);
 A score of 4 = ITAL 212
 A score of 5 = ITAL 300

Japanese – A score of 3 = JAPN 211 (fulfi lls Language   
 and Culture requirement);
 A score of 4 = JAPN 212
 A score of 5 = JAPN 300
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Admission Information

Genre    and Craft
 ENGL 202 Texts in Conversation:    
   Interdisciplinary Perspectives
 ENGL 203 Texts in Conversation: Thematic and   
  Intertextual Perspectives 
 ENGL 204 Texts in Conversation: Perspectives   
  on Language, Culture, and Literacy
 ENGL 300 Theory and Practice of Writing
 ENGL 421/422 Literary Magazine Practicum

 ENGL 481 Senior Seminar

Foreign Language – examinations may be given for  
   certain courses. Each case will be 
considered    individually by the depart-
ment chair.

Geology – GEOL 111 Introductory Geology I

Mathematics – a departmental examination is 
 available for MATH 113 Calculus I with the 
 following qualifi cations:
 A score of 0 - 59 = no credit;
 A score of 60 -79 = no credit but MATH 113   
  will be waived as a prerequisite;
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Core Curriculum

 A student who discontinues his/her enrollment in 
the university for four consecutive academic years must re-
enroll under the terms of the catalog in effect at the time of 
re-enrollment.

Transfer Students
In addition to following the general application proce-
dures, students wishing to transfer from another college 
should submit offi cial high school, all college transcripts, 
and a completed Dean of Students Form to the Offi ce 
of Admissions as soon as possible. Previous college 
work, disciplinary history, and other academic informa-
tion will be reviewed as part of the admission decision. A 
minimum GPA of 2.30 (4.0 scale) is required in transfer-
able previous college work to be considered for admis-
sion. All transferable coursework, regardless of grade, is 
considered when calculating the GPA used to determine 
admission. Only coursework in which the student earned 
a grade of C- or higher from a regionally accredited col-
lege/university will be recognized for credit at St. Thomas. 
To determine if your college/university has regional ac-
creditation, please see:
 www.ncahk.org
 Transfer students must fulfi ll the core curriculum 
requirements, maintain a GPA of 2.00 in courses taken at 
St. Thomas, and successfully complete thirty-two of their 
last thirty-six credits at the university.
 In order to stay within enrollment goals, the uni-
versity reserves the right to adjust published application 
and standing deposit deadlines when necessary.
 Students interested in transferring to the univer-
sity should contact the Offi ce of Admissions at:
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Core Curriculum

• an understanding of the nature and function of 
faith and Catholic tradition in the modern world
• the ability to articulate and support moral and 
ethical judgments about what constitutes good actions   
and a good society
• the ability to participate responsibly in a 
democratic society, to respect the value of informed 
dialogue and to give thoughtful consideration to differing 
ideas
• an understanding of the responsibility of edu-
cated persons to contribute to the communities and the 
environment in which they live on  local, national, and 
global levels
• knowledge of their own and others’ cultures and 
traditions, including non-Western and non-majority cul-
tures, and respect for the diversity of peoples and cultures 
within the fundamental unity of humankind
• knowledge of the natural world and of the  
modes of inquiry cultivated by the natural sciences
• the ability to reason quantitatively and to evaluate 
basic mathematical and statistical arguments 
• the ability to understand how the power of tech-
nology can be used in service of the common good and 
as a tool within academic disciplines 
• the ability to use knowledge from various fi elds 
and to integrate ideas across disciplinary boundaries 
• knowledge in depth in at least one fi eld of study,  
including an understanding of the route to acquiring
knowledge and demonstration of some ability to do   
research or learn independently in that fi eld.
 
Courses used to satisfy the requirement in a curricular   
area are of two types: 

Core courses – in which a specifi c course is
designated as fulfi lling a requirement

Core-area courses – in which a selection is made  
 from a list of courses designated as fulfi lling the  
 requirement.

Overview of requirements:
Literature and Writing - 8 credits
Moral and Philosophical Reasoning - 8 credits 
Natural Science and Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning - 
12 credits
Faith and the Catholic Tradition - 12 credits
Social Analysis - 4 credits 
Historical Studies - 4 credits 
Fine Arts - 4 credits
Language and Culture - 12 credits

Human Diversity - 4 credits 

Curricular Areas
Faith and the Catholic Tradition
(12 credits)
In every historical period and cultural context, there are 
fundamental questions that concern human beings: the 
nature of the universe, the existence and nature of God, 

the nature of human beings, the relationship of humans to 
God and to the world, the nature of evil, and the possibil-
ity of redemption.
 This curricular area features a sequence of cours-
es that acquaint students with these questions and assist 
them in articulating thoughtful responses formulated 
in light of Catholic tradition and Christian faith. These 
courses contribute to students’ liberal arts education at 
the University through the development of writing, read-
ing, and critical thinking skills.
 The fi rst course, “The Christian Theological Tradi-
tion,” introduces students to the theological frameworks 
that Christians have historically used to address questions 
of faith and human existence. The core readings for the 
course are from the Bible and from classic writers within 
the Christian tradition. The course provides students 
with an opportunity to refl ect critically on the Catholic 
and Christian traditions within the context of contempo-
rary life. Finally, it provides students with a basic level of 
theological literacy to prepare them for the second and 
third-level courses.
 The second-level (200-numbered and 300-num-
bered) courses invite students to practice theology by en-
gaging at a deeper level in the discipline of “faith seeking 
understanding.” Courses at this level focus on a particular 
area of the Christian tradition, namely: the Bible, histori-
cal theology, systematic theology or moral theology. 
Students critically examine core elements of the tradition, 
such as classic texts, concepts, persons, and events while 
remaining mindful of the contemporary context. Through 
these courses, students learn the skills and methods of 
the discipline. These second-level courses then serve as 
a foundation for the interdisciplinary “Bridge Courses” at 
the next level. 
 The “Bridge Course,” as the third course in the 
Faith and the Catholic Tradition sequence (400-num-
bered THEO or CATH 401), will provide an opportunity 
for students to draw upon their entire program of studies. 
Serving as the culminating point for the curriculum, the 
Bridge Course prepares students to build connections 
between their studies in the liberal arts and the broader 
world for which their St. Thomas education has prepared 
them. A principal concern of the course is to guide stu-
dents toward experiencing a sense of vocation in their 
professional, familial, and social lives. Because no single 
type of course can be expected to address all such areas, 
students will be offered three different types of bridge 
courses exploring different aspects of the broader world 
they are preparing to serve.
  The three levels of courses in the Faith and 
Catholic Tradition core area requirement, thus, form an 
integrated sequence. The fi rst course (THEO 101) intro-
duces the tradition of Christian theological refl ection. The 
second-level courses (at the THEO 200 or THEO 300 lev-
el) invite students “to do” theology—that is, to engage in 
reasoning about faith. In the third-level courses, students 
bring theological concepts and methods into dialogue 
with other disciplines. 
Students select three courses as follows:
 Theology 101
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Core Curriculum

HIST 119 East Asian Civilizations in Global Perspective

Human Diversity 
(4 credits) 
Courses fulfi lling the human diversity requirement con-
sider ways in which preconceptions, stereotypes, and 
assumptions held by a particular individual, as well as that 
individual’s position within structures of privilege, affect 
understanding of issues related to diversity.  In addition, 
the course addresses ways in which power and privilege 
operate at the institutional/systemic level. These courses 
address at least two of the following areas of inquiry: race 
and ethnicity, gender, religion, class, sexual orientation, 
disability status, or geopolitical status. 
 These courses assist students in understand-
ing the perspectives, values, experiences, works and 
achievements of the peoples and cultures being studied, 
recognizing that the experiences, beliefs, and values of 
any group being studied are not monolithic, but may 
vary widely within the group. Whenever possible, courses 
include materials (e.g., writings, fi lms, narratives, oral 
histories, artwork) that are produced by the population or 
culture under study. 
 Courses fulfi lling the human diversity requirement 
explicitly address the ways in which the study of diversity 
is valuable to a liberal arts education and fosters respect 
for the diversity of peoples and cultures within the funda-
mental unity of humankind. These courses also address 
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Core Curriculum

CHEM 101 Environmental Chemistry
CHEM 109 General Chemistry for Engineers
CHEM 111 General Chemistry I
CHEM 112 General Chemistry II
CHEM 115 Accelerated General Chemistry
ENGR 123 Energy and the Environment
GEOL 102 Origins and Methods
GEOL 110 Geology of the National Parks or GEOL 111   
Introductory Physical Geology or GEOL 114    
The Science of Natural Disasters or GEOL 115   
Environmental Geology
GEOL 130 Earth History
GEOL 161 Medical Geology
GEOL 162 The Earth’s Record of Climate
GEOL 211 Earth Materials
GEOL 220 Oceanography
GEOL 252 Earth Surface Processes and Geomorphology
GEOL 260 Regional Geology and Geological Field Meth-
ods
GEOL 461 Medical Geology 
GEOL 462 The Earth’s Record of Climate
IDSC 150 Development of the Natural World
PHYS 101 Physics for Liberal Arts
PHYS 104 Astronomy
PHYS 105 Musical Acoustics
PHYS 109 General Physics I
PHYS 110 General Physics II
PHYS 111 Introduction to Classical Physics I
PHYS 112 Introduction to Classical Physics II

The core-area courses in mathematical reasoning include 
experience in the application of relevant knowledge to 
solve problems; to promote the recognition and classifi -
cation of numerical, geometrical, and relational patterns; 
to enhance students’ abilities to develop mathematical 
arguments; and to understand the connections between 
real-world data and mathematical models. 
 Students select one of the following core-area 
mathematics courses:
MATH 100 Mathematical Sampler
MATH 101 Finite Mathematics
MATH 109 Calculus With Review II
MATH 111 Calculus for Business and Social Science
MATH 113 Calculus I
MATH 114 Calculus II
MATH 121 Structures of Elementary Mathematics I
MATH 128 Introduction to Discrete Mathematics

The third core-area courses allow students to broaden or 
deepen their exposure to natural science, mathematics, 
quantitative reasoning and/or computer science. 
 Students select a core-area course from the following 
list:
CISC 120 Computers in Elementary Education
STAT 220 Statistics I (previously IDTH 220)
MATH 114 Calculus II
MATH 122 Structures of Elementary Mathematics II
MATH 128 Introduction to Discrete Mathematics
 Or
a second natural science course (with laboratory) from the 

fi rst group (note the restrictions involving BIOL 101,105, 
or 106, and GEOL 110, 111, 114 or 115).

Social Analysis 
(4 credits) 
The goal of this requirement is to ensure that all students 
develop basic abilities to perform social scientifi c analy-
ses of patterns of social interactions. Core-area courses in 
social analysis provide a broad introduction to the per-
spectives offered by one of the traditional social sciences. 
Courses will consider empirical and/or normative analysis, 
how social science knowledge differs from other kinds 
of knowledge, what constitutes data, the relationship 
between data and theory, and major conceptual perspec-
tives. Where appropriate, courses will provide an under-
standing of and sensitivity to the diversity of American 
and/or other societies, an international perspective, and 
will address issues of social concern.
 To meet this requirement, students must earn 
the equivalent of a full course in a single department. 
Students may not use fractional courses from multiple 
departments to meet the requirement. 
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Facilities

Minimum Credit Requirement
To receive a bachelor’s degree, a student must success-
fully complete a minimum of 132 credits and fulfi ll all de-
gree requirements.  Students who complete a minimum 
of 131 credits may petition the Committee on Studies for 
the waiver of 1 credit.  

Minimum Credit Requirement 
Outside Major
In addition, students in all majors except business major 
areas, electrical engineering and mechanical engineer-
ing must earn a minimum of 84 credits outside the major 
fi eld.  Students following the business major requirements 
or the electrical or mechanical engineering requirements 
must earn a minimum of 76 credits outside the Opus Col-
lege of Business or their major, as appropriate.

Maximum Credits in Experiential 
Learning and Courses Graded S-
D-R
No more than eight credits in Experiential Learning may 
be counted toward the minimum 132 credits for gradua-
tion.
No more than one-eighth of the courses taken at St. 
Thomas presented for graduation may be graded on the 
S-D-R (‘pass/fail’) system.

Overlapping or Equivalent
Courses and Courses Satisfying 
More Than One Requirement
No two courses may be equivalent or overlapping. (Credit 
is not given for a course that overlaps a course previously 
taken or a cross-listed course in another department. 
Such courses are indicated in the course descriptions by 
the number of the confl icting courses in parentheses fol-
lowing the title.)
  Within the core curriculum, the only instance in 
which one course may satisfy more than one requirement 
is when a course fulfi lls a core or core-area requirement 
and simultaneously satisfi es the requirement in human 
diversity.  
 The same course may be used to satisfy both a 
requirement in the core curriculum and in the major and 
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Graduation

Graduation
Date of Graduation
Degrees are awarded at the end of Fall, January, Spring 
and Summer terms. The date of graduation will be the 
last day of the last term of registration for the course or 
courses needed to complete the student
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Majors and Minors

Majors, Education Co-Majors, & 
Minors
Majors
The following is a list of major concentrations or programs 
of study. Details are provided in the Curricula section in 
this catalog. Curricula involving other institutions in the 
ACTC are indicated by [ACTC]. Unless otherwise noted, 
the degree is a bachelor of arts (B.A.).
 St. Thomas students may choose a major area 
of concentration not offered at St. Thomas at any of the 
other four institutions in the Associated Colleges of the 
Twin Cities (ACTC), which are Augsburg College, Hamline 
University, Macalester College and the St. Catherine Uni-
versity. The student must be accepted into the major by 
the appropriate department chair at the school where the 
major is offered and the proposed program of study must 
be submitted to the Committee on Studies at St. Thomas 
for its approval.
 An individualized major also may be proposed 
to the Committee on Studies for acceptance. Guidelines 
for such a proposal are available from the Associate Vice 
President for Undergraduate Studies and Academic Ad-
visement.

Actuarial Science (B.S.)
Art History
Biochemistry (B.S.)
Biology
Biology (B.S.)
Business Administration – Accounting
Business Administration – Communication
Business Administration – Entrepreneurship
Business Administration – Family Business
Business Administration – Financial Management
Business Administration – General Business Mgmt
Business Administration – Human Resource Mgmt
Business Administration – International Business
Business Administration – Leadership and Mgmt
Business Administration – Legal Studies in Business
Business Administration – Marketing Management
Business Administration – Operations Management
Business Administration – Real Estate Studies (B.S.)
Catholic Studies
Chemistry
Chemistry (B.S.) (ACS Certifi ed)
Classical Civilization
Classical Languages 
Communication and Journalism
Computer Engineering (B.S.C.P.E.)
Computer Science
Criminal Justice
Economics
Economics (B.S.)
Electrical Engineering (B.S.E.E.)
English
English – Education (5-12 teacher licensure)
English – Creative Writing Emphasis
Environmental Science: Biology (B.S.)

Environmental Science: Chemistry (B.S.)
Environmental Science: Geoscience (B.S.)
Environmental Studies Business
Environmental Studies Humanities
Environmental Studies Natural Science
Environmental Studies Social Science
Exercise Science (B.S.)
Family Studies
French 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
Geography
Geology
Geology (B.S.)
German
Health Education (non-licensure)
Health Promotion Sciences (B.S.)
History
Information Security
Information Systems (IS)
International Business – French Intensive 
International Business – German Intensive 
International Business – Spanish Intensive 
International Studies
Justice & Peace Studies (generalist track)
Justice & Peace Studies: Concentration in Confl ict
 Transformation
Justice & Peace Studies: Concentration in Leadership
 for Social Justice
Justice & Peace Studies: Concentration in Public
 Analysis and Advocacy
Latin 
Liberal Arts Engineering/Pre-Engineering
Literary Studies
Mathematics
Mechanical Engineering (B.S.M.E.)
Music
Music Business 
Music – Liturgical Music
Music – Performance (B.M.)
Neuroscience (B.S.)
Philosophy
Physics
Physics (B.S.)
Political Science
Psychology
Public Health Studies
Social Sciences (Economics, History, Political Science, &  
 Sociology and Criminal Justice)
Social Work
Sociology
Spanish 
Statistics (B.S.)
Theology
Theology – Lay Ministry
Women’s Studies [ACTC]

Education Co-Majors
The following sets of majors (with specialty) require a sec-
ond major. They cannot be “stand-alone” majors.
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Majors and Minors

Elementary Education- Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM)
Middle/Secondary Education and Chemistry (9-12)
Middle/Secondary Education and Communication Arts 
and Literature (5-12)
Middle/Secondary Education and Earth and Space Sci-
ence (9-12)
Middle/Secondary Education and Life Science (9-12)
Middle/Secondary Education and Physics (9-12)
Middle/Secondary Education and Social Studies (5-12) - 
(Economics, Geography, History, Political Science,  Psy-
chology, or Sociology)
Music Education - Instrumental Music Education (K-12) 
(B.M.)
Music Education - Vocal Music Education (K-12) (B.M.)

The following sets of majors constitute a double major 
when taken together. The education component cannot 
be a “stand-alone” major.
Middle/Secondary Education and Mathematics (5-12)
Middle/Secondary Education and Physical Education Health 
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be counted toward the 132 credits required for a degree. 
 A major in a Bachelor of Science degree program 
(or an Engineering program) may require more than 48 
semester credits in the fi eld of the major.
 Students in all majors except business major 
areas, electrical engineering and mechanical engineer-
ing must earn a minimum of 84 credits outside the major 
fi eld.  Students following the business major requirements 
or the electrical or mechanical engineering requirements 
must earn a minimum of 76 credits outside the Opus Col-
lege of Business or their major, as appropriate.
 Students with transfer courses in the major must 
also attain a 2.00 grade point average for the courses 
taken in the department (Opus College of Business for 
business majors) of the major at St. Thomas. (See section 
on Requirements for a Degree).
 If major fi eld requirements or courses specifi ed 
in the catalog are no longer available, the chair of the ap-
propriate department will designate acceptable substi-
tutes for the major program. 
 The department has the right to specify how 
many courses in the major fi eld (and at what level) must 
be taken at St. Thomas. Students may earn more than one 
major.
 Procedures for applying to a major are available 
from the Offi ce of the University Registrar.

Majors at other Associated Colleges of 
the Twin Cities (ACTC) Institutions
A student wishing to complete a major offered at one of 
the ACTC schools (and not offered at St. Thomas), must 
fi le a petition with the Committee on Studies for approval. 
In the petition, the student should indicate his/her ac-
ceptance for the major by the chair of the department 
at the other institution, the list of courses that will need 
to be completed at that institution, and the name of a St. 
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Withdrawal and Refund Policies

Changes in Registration
Adding Courses
Students can add courses to their schedules using the 
Murphy Online Web registration system until the pub-
lished deadline to “add a class without instructor per-
mission” (usually the fi fth class day). After the published 
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Withdrawal - Courses

cannot assume that this will happen and are responsible 
for following the appropriate steps to withdraw from a 
course they do not attend.   Non-attendance or minimal 
attendance of a class does not justify a tuition refund for 
the course fi  the instructor does not drop the student 
from a course and the student does not withdraw using 
Murphy online or the add/drop form.
 If, for some emergency situation, attendance on 
the fi rst day is not possible, the student should notify the 
instructor of the situation by e-mail or telephone.  Stu-
dents who are absent for a prolonged period of time due 
to illness should contact the Academic Counseling Offi ce.

Requests for Withdrawing from All 
Classes under Special Circumstances
To withdraw from the University for a special circumstance 
such as physical or mental health emergency, the stu-
dent must contact Pam Peterson, Director of the Business 
Offi ce, and indicate their intention to withdraw from all 
courses due to special/extenuating circumstances.

Pam Peterson
Director, Business Offi ce
Murray Herrick Center (MHC) Room 105
651-962-6600
plpeterson@stthomas.edu

The University of St. Thomas offers undergraduate stu-
dents an optional Tuition Refund Plan (TRP) that helps 
protect undergraduate students from fi nancial loss in 
the event of an unexpected accident or serious illness 
resulting in withdrawal from classes after the beginning 
of the academic term.  The TRP signifi cantly extends and 
enhances the University’s published tuition refund policy 
and applies only if the student withdraws from all classes 
in the term.  The University’s tuition refund schedule will 
apply if students are required to withdraw from at least 
one course, but remain enrolled in one or more courses.

Participation in the Tuition Refund Plan offered by A.W.G. 
Dewar is entirely optional, however, students who choose 
not to purchase tuition insurance will not be granted 
refunds beyond those provided for by the University’s 
published tuition refund schedule.

The University of St. Thomas does not endorse this or any 
other private tuition insurance program, but we invite you 
to be informed of this option.  For questions regarding 
the Tuition Refund Plan, please contact the Business Of-
fi ce at 651-962-6600.

Courses
A “full” course is equivalent to four semester credits. Each 
course is assigned a subject area code consisting of four 
letters, which designates the department or discipline, 
followed by a three-digit number. For example, ENGL 111 
is the English course numbered 111.
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 Courses with numbers having either 1 or 2 as the 
fi rst digit are lower division courses, and those having 3 or 
4 as the fi rst digit are upper division courses. 
 Lower division courses are designed to give 
students a broad general liberal arts education, preparing 
them for the more specialized education offered at the 
upper division level. 
 When students become juniors, they generally 
pursue upper division courses. Upper division courses 
are designed to acquaint students with the content and 
methodology of a particular fi eld.
 The number of class meetings for a course varies 
with the nature of the course. The annual Class Schedule 
indicates the days and times each class meets.

Course Load
The normal course load is 16 credits. During the fi rst 
semester at the university, a freshman is limited to 17 
credits. Students may take no more than 21 credits with-
out permission from the Associate Vice Provost for Under-
graduate Studies.
 Freshmen may not register for courses numbered 
300 or above without permission from the department 
chair (except for foreign language courses when they 
have already completed a fourth semester of the lan-
guage or its equivalent).
 Students on academic probation may not register 
for more than 16 credits.

Exchange Courses
Courses taken by undergraduate day, degree-seeking St. 
Thomas students at Augsburg College, Hamline Uni-
versity, Macalester College and St. Catherine University 
through ACTC cross-registration are called exchange 
courses. These courses may be substituted for courses 
at the University of St. Thomas, subject to the following 
conditions:
1.  The course is not one specifi ed by a specifi c   
 course number in the list of core curriculum   
 requirements; and
2. The student has the written permission of the
 department chair of the major or minor if the   

 course is in the major or minor concentration   
 and taken to satisfy a particular requirement   
 for that major or minor; and
3. The student consults the University Registrar 
 before registering for more than one course at
 Augsburg, Hamline, Macalester or St. 

Catherine University during one semester. This   
 one course limit does not apply to students   
 pursuing a major or minor at these schools; and
4. The selected course is not being offer at St.   
 Thomas during the same term.

Additional restrictions may apply. See the ACTC Website 
for additional restrictions:  http://actc-mn.org/
 For exchange courses in the fall and spring 
semesters, St. Thomas students register at St. Thomas. 
Grades for these courses are automatically recorded on 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































